
 

             “LOOK WHO’S COMING TO DINNER” on  March 26 
 
    The Special Events Committee has re-scheduled the 
very popular  “Look Who’s Coming to Dinner” event to 

Saturday, March 26.  Previously planned for November, it 
was postponed due to conflicting events. So make sure you 

put it on your calendar now and join your fellow members 
for excellent  food and good fellowship. 

     As in past years, several members graciously volunteer 

to host the dinner in their homes and the congregation will enjoy a night of food 
and  fellowship...all for $20.  The dinner  begins at 6:30pm in 

the homes and finishes at the church for dessert at 8:30pm.  
   Look for the sign–up sheets for hosts and guests on the bul-

letin boards  later this month or give the program coordinator 
Ralph Pyle a call at  905-305-8707. 
         
                          Plan now for a fun evening of making new friends  

                             and enjoying good food!! 
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                       LIFE PLANNING SEMINARS—2011 
                               

      A Canadian Soldier’s Experience of Serving in Afghanistan  

                      - the New Veteran 
 

  The first in the series of Life Planning Seminars will be held on 

February 7 at 7:00pm. We welcome Master Corporal Adam 
Winnicki of the Queens Own Rifles to St. Andrew’s to talk about  

the efforts and challenges facing our Canadian soldiers serving 
in Afghanistan.  

 
                     

 

                                                                                 Parenting Your Parents                       
 

  Bart Mindszenthy has written and spoken extensively on the 

topic of Parenting Your Parents and will offer case studies, in-
sight, advice and resources available to those dealing with this 

stage of life. When our parents reach a certain age and have dif-
ficulty  coping, we find ourselves wondering how to provide them 

with the kind of love, care support and attention they need – 
just as they have done for us all our lives.  

   March date to be announced. 



 

    

                FROM THE CHOIR LOFTFROM THE CHOIR LOFTFROM THE CHOIR LOFTFROM THE CHOIR LOFT                    
 

And so begins another year!! The choir has been and continues to 
work diligently on new and varied repertoire to sing at our wor-
ship services.  This past Sunday, we presented an anthem sung 
in Latin with as appropriate English translation provided which we 
hope aided our congregation in their understanding of the music 
offered. 
 

     We would encourage all to think seriously about making a com-
mitment to join the choir.  The group, at present, is small but ex-
tremely enthusiastic and hard-working.  If you might be trying to 
decide how you can participate more fully in the life and work at 

St. Andrew’s, think about a ministry in music.  It has been said that when one sings a 
hymn, one is praying TWICE!!!!!.  The only prerequisite to joining is a desire to “pray 
twice”!! 
 

        Preliminary plans and discussions are underway to present Handel’s Messiah in No-
vember of this year.  The hope is to draw singers from the Markham area regardless 
of whether these people attend St. Andrew’s or not.  The commitment would involve 
rehearsals on Saturdays beginning in September, 2011 and ending with the perform-
ance at the end of November, 2011.  Please speak to me if you feel you might want 
to be a part of this event.  Instrumentalists are welcome as well since it is hoped that 
a community chamber group can be formed to accompany the choral group.  More on 
this anon!!!       Happy New Year!!! 

Michal Rozycki - Organist 

           and Choir Director 

      
     IT WILL SOON BE ARRIVING! 
 

The new Church Picture Directory, that’s what!   Remember way 
back in late August and then again October, when many of you 
donned your Sunday best and put on your smiles and had your pic-
ture professionally taken.  Well, the directory has had its first proof 
read and  has now passed the second proof.  The Communications 
Committee will be distributing the final copy in March (we hope!) 
 

Those folks who had pictures taken will get their own free copy.  For 
those who did not get their photo taken, the committee decided to 
buy extra copies which will be sold on a first come-first served ba-
sis. The cost is $15 (includes tax).   
 Phone, e-mail or visit Nancy (in the office) to order your copy. 

                           Don’t hesitate because when they are scooped up, that’s it! 

    A/V Update-New Audio/Visual System has Added Features  
     
           Dave Stennick, with Larry Tod’s help, has been working on a feature of the new    
A/V system that was left to the last until the audio had been mastered. This feature 
allows Dave to record the audio and video of the Sunday service or a wedding or any 
event in the Sanctuary using a DVD disc. Dave has recorded several Sunday services 
and the quality improves with every recording. The DVD discs have been sent out to 
shut-ins that cannot attend church. If you know of shut-ins that would like these re-
cordings, please talk to Larry Tod. 
   Also, some members feel that the audio is not strong enough, particularly at the 
front of the church. The Property Committee will bring in the sound engineer to      
optimize the sound in the Sanctuary in the coming month. 



 

                                ADVENT 2010 
 
    Advent at St. Andrew’s this past season was highlighted by 
several wonderful  occasions.  
 

          On Jan. 5th, pet lovers and other congregants were warmed by the blessings be-
stowed on our furry (and some not so furry) friends.    
    
      On the morning of Sunday,December12,  the “Angels” returned to the church with 
their purchases for those less fortunate. The mitten tree was laden with scarves, hats 
and of course, mittens.  
  
     Later that day, an evening of Carol Singing with the Queen’s Own Rifles Concert 
Band took place in the Sanctuary, decorated warmly with Christmas lights.   
    
    Sunday, the 19th was the fourth Sunday in Advent. Special music and readings 
helped lead us out to the Christmas eve service. 
   
    Throughout the advent celebrations, Rev. Niles’ messages from the pulpit delivered a 
meaningful  thread to the  season.   
   A warm and sincere thank you to all the folks who put so much of their time and 
talents into our celebrations. 
 



 

     
 

         LITURGICAL COLOURS  
  

The liturgical colours are the colourful banners that hang from 
the pulpit and the lectern every Sunday. You may notice that 
the colours change periodically and for very good reasons.  
   The rationale behind liturgical colours is to give a visual ex-
pression to the celebration of the Christian faith and a sense 
of progression through the Christian life. The United Church 
does not prescribe a particular set of colours for vestments 
and church decorations. Schemes for the use of colour should 
be regarded as suggestions and not absolute rules and they may very from church 
to church. Here is the progression followed at St. Andrew’s: 

 

 EPIPHANY: The current colour in the Sanctuary is green. This denotes   
    Epiphany, marking the final day of the Christmas season and is used until Lent . 
  
 LENT: The purple colour of Lent represents a season when we turn inward and  
     reflect on how we might re-orient our lives towards God. 
 

 HOLY WEEK:  Purple represents the blood of the innocent Christ as he suffers  
      on the cross and is also used from Palm Sunday to Easter Eve. 
 

 EASTER:  For the Easter season, Easter Sunday, April 24, 2011, until Pentecost, 
     (June 12,2011), the colours white and yellow remind us that the tomb is  
      empty and Jesus is alive. 
 

 PENTECOST:  This Sunday is symbolized by the colour red to reflect the fire and 
      energy of the Holy Spirit. 
 PENTACOST TO ADVENT:  Green, the colour of growth and life represents the 
      invitation to grow in our faith and is used to the first day of advent.  
 ADVENT:  is the time of anticipation and waiting for the birth of Jesus and blue 
      is chosen as the symbol of hope. 
 CHRISTMAS DAY  The colours yellow or white are used to mark Christmas to 
      Epiphany. They represent the invitation to follow Christ's light in our own lives. 

                                                                                                                                    
 
 
 Once again the youth at St. Andrew’s are collecting            
your pennies. These pennies will turn into Kits for 
Kids.  Presently, the children report 13,150 pennies       
collected.  You do the math!  We need at lot more to 
make this a successful project. So empty out your 
pockets, purses and  piggy- banks and support the 
Sunday School children. 
 

 ‘Kits for Kids ‘is an initiative started by John and Liane 
Niles in 1992. It is a program that provides a package of personal products and 
toys for children being   admitted to emergency foster care. More details are avail-
able on the church’s website under Community and drop down to Charities.  The 
pictures shown here are from a previous successful program run by the youth. 

PENNIES AND KITS 



 

    PANCAKE TUESDAY                  
This year, on Tuesday, March 8, we will   celebrate 
Shrove Tuesday, with our annual  Pancake Supper.  It 
will happen in the Upper Hall from 6-8pm.  The cost 
will be $8.00 for an adult and $4.00 for a child.                                
The family rate is $20.00 .   We hope you can find 
time to join us. 
  Everyone...your friends, neighbours, relatives  
                   will be most  welcome! 

   DECEMBER HAT SALES 
 
During December, the youth of St. Andrew’s promoted 
the sale of special hats created by PaulaTobias, a 
Markham mom who has a business called Headpets!.   
   For each hat sold, a percentage was given to the 
Sunday School children and as a result they donated 
$100 to the Markham Food Bank.  The children re-
ceived a nice thank you note from the Food Bank for 
this thoughtful donation. Thanks to everyone who 
supported this venture.  Paula Tobias and her hats 



 

      MISSION & SUPPORT GRANTS FOR 2011 
 
   The Mission Support Consultation considered applications from 30 
ministries and agencies last November. Funding cuts from M&S and 
Toronto United Church Council increase the challenge faced by the 
consultation.   
  Team members visit the applicants in advance of the group’s     
review of the agencies applying for funds, which helps the consulta-
tion see the funding not as a charity but as mission work, which is a much larger 
commitment.  Living Waters Presbytery received a total of $98,200 for New Hope 
UC, Painswick UC, Interchurch Health Ministries, Georgina Island UC, and Muskoka 
Chaplaincy Association. 
   M&S supports a “day chaplains” program.  These chaplains are able to give 
regular, ongoing support to palliative patients.  They also provide an important 
support for hospital staff and a link for local clergy. 

      
             PACE OF GRACE                                                             by Peggy Garach 
 

The Pace of Grace program led by Dr. Niles is an interesting and informative hour 
of discussion around the premise that we don’t have to do it all.  We need rest and 
relief from our busy lives and we can do it without feeling guilty about not being 
superman or superwoman! We meet at the church most Monday nights at 7:30pm 
 Everyone is welcome. 

   ST. ANDREW’S HALLOWED HALLS GET A FRESH FACE 

 
 On January 24, 25 & 26, 10 church members volunteered their 
time to give all the walls and trim in the hallways and stair-

ways a fresh coat of paint. It was a big job but 
they all stuck with it ….what a difference in the 
appearance. Thanks a million, fellows. The hard 
working painters were Ken Harris, Gunter Lang-
horst, Don Middleton, Russ Matheson, Ron Cham-
bers, John Styles, Greg Garach, Larry Tod, Jack 
McBride and Willie Watt. 
 



 

       
                 PATHWAYS- An Update                                          by Brenda Wareham 
 

 
 

  Pathways United Church was formed  to address the need for an alternative ap-
proach to worship.  The last few years it has met at Heritage Centre in Unionville. 
After several months of discussion and soul searching, and at their AGM on Janu-

ary 16th, a motion was put forth and passed  that the Pathways 
United Church Mission be disbanded effective January 31st. 
 

  From their December,2010 newsletter, we quote: 

 

1. The small attendance clearly indicated that not many people 

are ready to go forward with a Pathways Community at this time. 

2. There are few people willing to sign-up to support the neces-
sary effort and financial support needed. 
There are some very strong views that “Pathways” is over and 
cannot continue as an entity… especially to continue the use of 
the name. 

         
         The writer continues to outline their plans to unite with Richmond Hill U.C. and 
become a worship group within the structure of the existing RHUC.  Their gather-
ings would take place at 10:15 am , sometimes in the Sanctuary and sometimes in 
the Chapel.  The Pathways website will be shut down, however further information 
regarding the new Worship Group will be available through Richmond Hill U.C.’s 
website.  
           We wish the members of Pathways all the best in their transition. 

     

                 A CONVERSATION WITH …. ...Alex and Christine               by Peggy Garach                                         
 

   I would like to introduce Christine Gilman and Alex 
Therrien and their sons, Parker, who is 6 and Bailey 
who is 4.  They have been coming to St. Andrew’s 
for the past couple of years.  Parker is a student in 
the French Immersion program at Franklin St. P.S. 
and Bailey comes to St. Andrew’s co-op play school.  
The boys like hockey and swimming and the whole 
family enjoys camping when the weather is warmer.  
They have fish as pets at home for now. 
    

          Christine comes from Ottawa and Alex from Midland, Ontario.  They met while 
they were students as the University of Guelph and have been married for 17 
years.  They have moved around quite a bit having lived in London, Ontario, Saint 
John, New Brunswick, and Ottawa before coming to Markham. 
    
         Christine has an MSc degree and works for the Toronto Zoo behind the scenes in 
the reproductive lab.  She must have some interesting stories to share!  Alex is a 
math/science teacher at Pineridge H.S. in Pickering. He also finds time to be a 
mentor to a program that helps students who are experiencing difficulties at 
school due to their sexual orientation. 
   Christine and Alex enjoy the fellowship here and hope that the church school will 
grow bringing more children into the program. 



 

    OUTREACH                                                                         by Judy Bell 
 
Mrs. Claus had another successful Christmas this year, looking out for 10 
families.  This year the parents asked for nothing, only to make sure the 
children would have a good Christmas.  Two elves named Mary and Genie 
went right to work (shopping) and those parents were well looked after.  
Many thanks to the many volunteers and contributors for another suc-
cessful year. 

    UCW                                                                                 by Donna Dougan 
                                      
The January meeting on Embracing Wellness (Pt. 1) provided us with information 
on nutrition and Tai Chi.  The December dinner of lasagna and salad was enjoyed 
by all. Each table worked on solving the names of Christmas songs based on draw-
ings.  Christmas carols were sung.  Some of us purchased Christmas gifts at our 
decluttering auction during our November meeting. We were able to raise $135 for 
the Mrs. Claus project.  Phyllis Burton collected $155 in donations for the Massey 
Centre.  $135 was collected for Eyesight International.  We chose to use the funds 
to purchase Eyeglasses & Antibiotics. 
 

On February 21st, we will continue with the theme Embracing Wellness. Lisa Bruce 
will be our guest speaker in March, as she shares her travel experiences with us.  
There will not be a meeting in April, due to the Card Party taking place. Our pot-
luck will held in May to accommodate a planned visit to the Markham Museum in 
June. 
I would like to thank Ann Gordon for also representing the UCW this past year at 
the Board meetings. 

    FELLOWSHIP                                                                     by Genie Gilchrist 
 

On January 30th approximately 60 members of the congregation attended our first 
luncheon in 2011.  Many remarked how much they enjoyed the lunch and the    
opportunity to have the time to chat with one another. Thanks to everyone who 
attended. 

 
If you are interested in being 
part of the Fellowship Com-
mittee, being a Sunday 
morning Coffee Hour       
Volunteer or interested in 

providing “baked goods” please don’t hesitate to    
inform  Genie Gilchrist or Betty Young.  
The next luncheon date is yet to be decided but will probably be held in March. 

Committee Reports 



 

 

 

  ●    To the family of Phyllis Ireland, who passed away on Dec. 18th.  Phyllis was 
a member of our church for many years. 
 

  ●     To Janis and David Timbrell, Carolyn and Adam on the passing of David’s fa-
ther on January 17th. Mr. Timbrell was a resident of Pickering. 
 

  ●     To the family of Les and Dawn Webster, former members of St. Andrew’s, on 
the passing of Les on Jan. 26th. 

 
 

●     To Fran Thomson and family, on the passing of Jim on January 
16th.  Fran and Jim have been members of St. Andrew’s for many 
years and also very active in the community. Jim was a 43 year mem-
ber of Markham Lions Club. He will be missed. 

CHURCH REGISTRYCHURCH REGISTRYCHURCH REGISTRYCHURCH REGISTRY    

CONDOLENCES 

 On Sunday,  
 January 16th,  
 Maiyaa Dsilva  
 Chidambaran 
 was baptized.  
 She is the  
 daughter of  
 Amanda and 
 Kunal. 

 BAPTISM  WEDDING 

  
Congratulations to 
Elizabeth Graber, 
daughter of Mary 
Bell and Bill, and 
Nicholas Chan who 
were married on   
Oct. 11 in Barbados. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS 

On March 5th, Bill Hollinger will celebrate his 100th birthday.  
Friends and family are  invited to celebrate this momentous event in 
Williams’ life at an open house on Saturday, March 5, 2011 from 2—
4:00 p.m. in the Upper Hall at St. Andrew’s. 
 

Andrea and Glen Crockford are pleased to announce the safe arrival 
of their precious son, Ryan Donald Hugh.  Ryan was born on Wed., 
Jan. 12th at 12:47 p.m. weighing 6 lb., 2 oz.  He is welcomed by 

grandparents, Genie and Brian Gilchrist and Marilyn Webster.  Congratulations to 
all! 
 

Eileen McIntosh, who  resides at Union Villa, recently celebrated her 101st   
birthday. 
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