“Discernment”
"The first rule of holes: When you're in one, stop digging." –
Molly Ivans Columnist

"Organizational effectiveness does not lie in that narrow minded concept called rationality.  It lies in the blend of clearheaded logic and powerful intuition." – Henry Mintzberg Researcher McGill University

"Look at the means which a man employs, consider his motives, observe his pleasures. A man simply cannot conceal himself!" — Confucius

"Get to know two things about a man - how he earns his money and how he spends it - and you have the clue to his character, for you have a searchlight that shows up the innermost recesses of his soul. You know all you need to know about his standards, his motives, his driving desires, and his real religion."
· Robert J. McCracken

"One who returns to a place sees it with new eyes. Although the place may not have changed, the viewer inevitably has. For the first time things invisible before become suddenly visible." — Louis L'Amour

"Opportunities are seldom labeled." – John A. Shedd

"The first method for estimating the intelligence of a ruler is to look at the men he has around him." – Niccolo Machiavelli

"Most of our assumptions have outlived their uselessness." – Marshall McLuhan
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Discernment   	Applying the wisdom of our intuition to discover what is essential and true, with contemplative vigilance. Clarity of the soul.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Grace is in Greek Charis (χαρις). which literally means "that which affords joy, pleasure, delight, sweetness, charm, 

It is important that we judge things properly, or discern. If a person with appendicitis is diagnosed as having an ulcer, it may seem a mere matter of terminology, but if judged improperly, treatment could lead to death! If a baby has a fever, you wouldn't put it in the freezer to cool it down. Treating the symptom may make the problem worse! Discernment by outward appearances, out of ignorance, confusing cause and effect, symptom with problem, can be devastating--even with the best of intents.

2 Cor 10:7 (NIV) You are looking only at the surface of things.

The Problems of the Lack of Discernment

Consider our lack of discernment: Of the causes mentioned in Scripture of God, the world, the flesh, the devil; each Christian sect seems to focus on one and ignore the others. Diseases are assumed to be demons and "rebuked" without discernment or effect. Demons are assumed to be sickness, and "treatment" is attempted. God's discipline is attributed to Satan, and made light of. The obvious promptings of the flesh are assumed to be the spirit, or even of the soul. The soul is confused with the flesh and spirit. A mere matter of terminology, right? With such faulty diagnosis, we attempt "ministry",  to no effect, and often to great harm. Is this ministry? Is this us?

John 7:24 (Phi) "You must not judge by the appearance of things but by the reality!"
John 7:24 (NIV) "Stop judging by mere appearances, and make a right judgment."

Prov 19:2 (NIV) It is not good to have zeal without knowledge, nor to be hasty and miss the way.
1 Cor 4:5 (Phi) "The moral of this is that we should make no hasty or premature judgments."

If we were willing to ask, willing to wait, willing to listen, we might gain discernment, so that we could "know", and not have to waver. We might achieve real faith. We would see past the surface, into reality. 

James 1:5 (NIV) If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given unto him.

The Lord On Discernment
Luke 11:9 (NIV) "So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you."
Mat 16:3 (KJV) "...'It will be foul weather today: for the sky is red and lowering.' O ye hypocrites, ye can discern the face of the sky; but can ye not discern the signs of the times?"
Isa 11:2-3 (NIV) The Spirit of the Lord will rest upon him--the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, the Spirit of counsel and of power, the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord--and he will delight in the fear of the Lord. He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, or decide by what he hears with his ears.
John 8:15-16,26 (NIV) "You judge by human standards; I pass judgment on no one. But if I do judge, my decisions are right, because I am not alone. I stand with the Father who sent me... I have much to say in judgment of you. But he who sent me is reliable, and what I have heard from him I tell the world."
John 12:48 (NEB) "There is a judge for the man who rejects me and does not accept my words; the word that I spoke will be his judge on the last day."
Heb 4:12 (NIV) The word of God is living and active... it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.
Discernment In The Church
Are we to "judge" teachings, situations, and even people in the church? Many Christians are fearful of making judgments, and unclear if this is the mission and duty of the church. After all: "Judge not!..." (We will consider hypocritical judgment, or criticism, in a moment.) This fear of using proper judgment may come from a simple lack of understanding of God's will, or from superstition (Col 2:18-19), or even from a lack of the Holy Spirit (Jude 17-19). Scripture is useful for correcting such conditions (2 Tim 3:16-17).
1 Cor 5:12-6:6 (Phi) Those outside the church it is not my business to judge. But surely it is your business to judge those who are inside the church--God alone can judge those who are outside... When any of you has a grievance against another, aren't you ashamed to bring the matter to be settled before a pagan court instead of before the church? Don't you know that Christians will some day judge the world? And if you are to judge the world do you consider yourselves incapable of settling such infinitely smaller matters? Don't you know that we shall judge the very angels themselves--how much more then matters of this world only! In any case, if you find you have to judge matters of this world, why choose as judges those who count for nothing in the church? I say this deliberately to rouse your sense of shame. Are you really unable to find among your number one man with enough sense to decide a dispute between one and another among you, or must one brother resort to the law against another; and that before those who have no faith in Christ!

1 Cor 5:3,12 (NIV) Even though I am not physically present, I am with you in spirit. And I have already passed judgment on the one who did this, just as if I were present... What business of mine is it to judge those outside the church? Are you not to judge those inside? God will judge those outside. "Expel the wicked man from among you."
1 Cor 6:2-3 (NIV) Do you not know that God's people will judge the world? And if you are to judge the world, are you not competent to judge trivial cases? Do you not know that we will judge angels? How much more the things of this life!

The Difference Between Old Testament Prophets and New
In Israel, prophets were rare and held to a high standard. You were 100% correct or "stoned". For the church, the Holy Spirit distributes the gifts to many, and we must learn and grow into the proper use of the gifts, prophecy included. We have quantity, but not necessarily quality. Thus, the burden is on the listener to discern, or judge the prophets. Simon Peter makes a good example of the inconsistency of the church prophets. (For an after Pentecost situation, see Paul "judging" Simon Peter in Gal 2:11.)
Don't Judge Anyone But Yourself In Disputable Matters
1 Cor 11:31 (NIV) But if we judged ourselves, we would not come under judgment.
Rom 14:1,4-5,10,12-13 (NIV) Accept him whose faith is weak, without passing judgment on disputable matters... Who are you to judge someone else's servant?.. Each one should be fully convinced in his own mind... You, then, why do you judge your brother? Or why do you look down on your brother? For we will all stand before God's judgment seat... So then, everyone will give an account of himself to God. Therefore, let us stop passing judgment on one another...
Col 2:16-17 (NIV) Therefore do not let anyone judge you by what you eat or drink, or with regard to a religious festival, a new moon celebration, or a Sabbath day. These are a shadow of the things that were to come; the reality, however, is found in Christ.
1 Cor 4:5 (Jer) There must be no passing of premature judgment. Leave that until the Lord comes: He will light up everything that is hidden in the dark and reveal the secret intentions of men's hearts...
1 Cor 4:6 (NIV) ..."Do not go beyond what is written."...
Personal Judgment: Discernment or Criticism?
1 Sam 16:7 (NIV) "...Man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart."
Suppose you think that your have "discerned" something. A good test of whether this "realization" is from above or from below is: what you feel. Does your discernment lead you to help, heal, love, share? Does it lead towards purity of the body, towards Christ? Then the Holy Spirit may have given you a taste of His perspective: the truth, with love. Your actions will prove the validity of what you think, and deeper fellowship and/or humility will be the result.

But if what you feel in your heart as a result of the discernment is superiority, scandal, bitterness, or a desire to detach yourself from the body of Christ, then it is not of God. Whether it is correct, or not, is not the issue: The "knowledge" comes from below, not above--as judged by its fruit. God looks at the heart. If what you "know" about others isn't useful to them or you, forget what you "know". It's poison.

The Gift Of Discernment
Phil 1:9-10 (NIV) And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight, so that you may be able to discern what is best and be pure and blameless until the day of Christ.
Phil 1:9 (TEB) This is my prayer for you: I pray that your love will keep on growing more and more, together with true knowledge and perfect judgment...
1 Ki 3:9 (NIV) So give your servant a discerning heart to govern your people and to distinguish between right and wrong...
1 Cor 12:10 (KJV) ...to another prophecy, to another discerning of spirits...
1 Cor 12:10 (Phi) ...to another the ability to discriminate in spiritual matters...
Heb 5:14 (NIV) But solid food is for the mature, who by constant use have trained themselves to distinguish good from evil.
Prov 15:14 (NIV) The discerning heart seeks knowledge...
1 Cor 4:6 (Jer) ...(remember the maxim: "Keep to what is written")...
John 7:24 (NEB) "Do not judge superficially, but be just in your judgments."
Criticalness or Discernment?
Many Christians struggle with being critical, or with thinking they are. It is important not to judge others, but if we are so afraid of judging that we are not allowing ourselves to hear clear warnings prompted by the Holy Spirit, we are missing out on important guidance from the Lord.
True discernment is deeper than merely observing others' faults. It is understanding of what is really going on, of motives behind actions, of heart attitudes.
There are two types of discernment -- the natural and the spiritual. Even those who are not Christians can have a natural discernment gift. We say they are astute, and that no one can pull the wool over their eyes. They tend to be analytical, understand how people tick, and are able to work well with others as a result.
God can impart to us a higher level of discernment as well. People who operate in spiritual discernment will sometimes feel an uncomfortableness or an inner warning that something is not right about a person or situation. God may be giving them discernment for the sake of protecting the local body of Christ from hidden evil. God does not give us discernment about wrong in another person merely so that we can have inside information. It is to help the person, or to protect ourselves or the local church.
There is a flip side to every weakness, and so it is with criticalness and discernment. A character flaw is nothing more than a God-given character strength that has been marred by our fallen, sinful nature. 
If the flip side of criticalness is discernment, how can we tell the difference between the two? There is nothing wrong with seeing a real flaw in someone else. This is just reality at work. We observe the ways people act, and sometimes wrong motives are very obvious. It is what we do with what we see that makes the difference.
Ask yourself these questions:
1. Do I love the person any less because of what I see in him?
2. Do I take a secret pleasure in seeing this fault in him?
3. Do I feel superiority or scorn towards him?
4. Do I have a desire to point out his fault to others? (Love covers sin.)
5. [bookmark: _GoBack]Am I eager to see God "punish" him?
6. Do I write him off as unworthy of any useful place in ministry?


